
 

 

 

 

  

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Bayer, Orbia Netafim expand collaboration to advance 
digital farming technology 

Starting with synergetic digital offerings for horticulture, the two companies aim to combine strengths in 
agronomy, irrigation, digital platforms and data modeling to benefit growers 

 
Tel Aviv, Israel, and Monheim, Germany, November 19, 2024 – Orbia’s Precision Agriculture 
business Netafim and Bayer announced today an expansion of their strategic collaboration, starting 
with new digital farming solutions for fruit and vegetable growers. By simplifying primary data 
collection and delivering a system that can generate tailored recommendations from that data, the 
new solutions aim to help growers maximize crop production and optimize their use of resources, 
thus minimizing the impact on the environment. 
 
While adoption of digital tools has increased in recent years, those currently available in horticulture 
are not addressing growers' needs holistically. Many vegetable and fruit growers experience 
challenges when switching between multiple software applications, and the siloed nature of today's 
solutions are adding complexity to daily activities, rather than simplifying them. As part of the 
companies' expanded collaboration, Bayer has developed a new digital platform called HortiView to 
simplify primary data collection and sharing for the cultivation of fruits and vegetables, enabling 
growers to benefit from an ecosystem of connected agronomic services that support data-driven 
decisions and market access.  
 
At the same time, Orbia Netafim has developed irrigation insights to be available through HortiView's 
platform. Rather than a "one-size-fits-all" approach, these tailored irrigation recommendations are 
generated uniquely for each grower, based on the primary data they provide in HortiView. The 
collaboration will also expand to include connectivity to GrowSphere™, Orbia Netafim's all-in-one 
irrigation operating system, which features optimized irrigation, crop protection and fertigation 
applications. 
 
"Digital technology offers tremendous value in horticulture, but those digital tools rarely work 
together, and it's been extremely difficult for growers to use their own data in data models that can 
help them optimize crop production use," said Chris Pienaar, Fruit & Vegetable Digital New Value 
Lead for Bayer's Crop Science division. "Bayer and Orbia Netafim can address these pain points and 
provide growers with a platform that can generate tailored recommendations specific to their unique 
environments, cultivation practices, and crops." 
 
A small group of grower advisors are currently using the new solutions and providing feedback to 
inform broader availability in the future. By combining their respective strengths, Orbia Netafim and 
Bayer aim to benefit horticultural customers with insights powered by primary data, helping them 
optimize decision-making, maximize crop production, save on agricultural inputs and drive 
operational efficiency.  
 
The expanded collaboration builds on a longstanding relationship between Orbia Netafim and Bayer, 
with a history of successful collaboration on various activities including the Better Life Farming 
initiative, a crop protection solution for U.S. almond growers and joint projects to support the EU’s 
Farm2Fork initiative.  
 
On top of their long history and most recent efforts to serve fruit and vegetable growers through 
digital solutions, Bayer and Orbia Netafim will continue to explore how they can work together to 
drive better digital connectivity across all types of agriculture and connected value chains.  

https://www.betterlifefarming.com/
https://www.netafimusa.com/news-and-events/news/netafim-usa-and-bayer-partner-to-launch-the-precise-defense-crop-protection-solution-for-almond-growers/#:~:text=%E2%80%93%20the%20global%20leader%20of%20precision,and%20productivity%20of%20almond%20trees.


 

 

 

 

Ofer Oveed, SVP Technology and Crops, Orbia Precision Agriculture (Netafim) added: “Acting at the 
forefront of our respective agricultural fields in irrigation, crop protection, agronomy, and digital 
platforms, we’re delighted to be collaborating with Bayer on combining our agronomic and 
technological expertise to maximize efforts and help farmers globally tackle today’s challenges, from 
climate change to rising input costs. By leading the digital farming revolution together, we can deliver 
food security through sustainable agriculture.” 

 

About Orbia 

Orbia Advance Corporation, S.A.B. de C.V. (BMV: ORBIA*) is a company driven by a shared 
purpose: to advance life around the world. Orbia operates in the Polymer Solutions (Vestolit and 
Alphagary), Building & Infrastructure (Wavin), Precision Agriculture (Netafim), Connectivity Solutions 
(Dura-Line) and Fluor & Energy Materials (Koura) sectors. The five Orbia business groups have a 
collective focus on ensuring food and water security, expanding information access and connectivity 
and advancing decarbonization and the energy transition with basic and advanced materials, 
specialty products and innovative solutions. Orbia has a global team of over 24,000 employees, 
commercial activities in more than 100 countries and operations in over 50, with global headquarters 
in Boston, Mexico City, Amsterdam and Tel Aviv. The company generated $8.2 billion in revenue in 
2023. To learn more, visit: orbia.com 
 

 

About Orbia Precision Agriculture (Netafim) 

Orbia’s Precision Agriculture business Netafim is the world’s largest irrigation company and a global 
leader in precision agriculture solutions that address food, water and land scarcity for a sustainable 
future. Founded in 1965, Orbia Netafim pioneered the drip revolution, creating a paradigm shift 
toward precision irrigation. Today, by specializing in end-to-end solutions from the water source to the 
root zone, Orbia Netafim delivers irrigation and greenhouse projects as well as landscape and mining 
irrigation solutions supported by engineering, project management and financing services. Orbia 
Netafim is also leading the way in digital farming, irrigation and fertigation through integrating real-
time monitoring, analysis and automated control into one state-of-the-art system. With 33 
subsidiaries, 19 manufacturing plants, 2 recycling plants and 4,500 employees worldwide, Orbia 
Netafim delivers innovative, tailor-made irrigation and fertigation solutions to millions of farmers, 
allowing smallholders to large-scale agricultural producers and investors in over 100 countries to grow 
more with less™. To learn more, visit: netafim.com  

 

About Bayer 

Bayer is a global enterprise with core competencies in the life science fields of health care and 
nutrition. In line with its mission, “Health for all, Hunger for none,” the company’s products and 
services are designed to help people and the planet thrive by supporting efforts to master the major 
challenges presented by a growing and aging global population. Bayer is committed to driving 
sustainable development and generating a positive impact with its businesses. At the same time, the 
Group aims to increase its earning power and create value through innovation and growth. The Bayer 
brand stands for trust, reliability and quality throughout the world. In fiscal 2023, the Group employed 
around 100,000 people and had sales of 47.6 billion euros. R&D expenses before special items 
amounted to 5.8 billion euros. For more information, go to www.bayer.com 

 

https://www.orbia.com/
https://www.orbia.com/
https://www.orbia.com/
http://www.netafim.com/
http://www.bayer.com/


 

 

 

 

Media Contacts  

Adi Ishay 
Communications Manager  
Orbia Precision Agriculture (Netafim)  
adi.ishay@netafim.orbia.com 
+972 54 3132249 
 
Alexander Hennig 
Media Relations, Bayer 
alexander.hennig@bayer.com 
+49 175 3089736 
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